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Simsbury Music and Performing Arts Newsletter

Director’s Notes

Although this late October warmth
has many of us feeling like the
summer has yet to end, we find
ourselves already two months into
the school year. Where does the time
go? There are many exciting things
happening in the Performing Arts
world in Simsbury, and we hope you
will enjoy hearing about them in this
quarterly newsletter. As always, we are
so very grateful for the support of our
community and look forward to
sharing the great work of our staff and
students with you thorughout the
year!

Sincerely,
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K-12 Director of Music & Performing Arts

Outstanding Comedic Performance:
Ivie Caffee (Morning Session)
Meilin Lemis (Afternoon Session)

Outstanding Dramatic Performance:
Eli Mayes (Morning Session)
Jonah Church (Afternoon Session)

Rookie of the Year:
Anna Chace (Morning Session)
Adam Devine (Afternoon Session)
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HS One Acts Festival

The One Act Play Festival has been a staple at SHS
for decades. Senior theatre students, having
completed coursework in Directing as Juniors,
selected 6 different shows to direct in front of an
adjudication panel of professional theatre artists.
The work of these students is the ultimate vision of
the Simsbury graduate and a culmination of their
work in the Theatre program. Congratulations to
the following award recipients:

Best in Show: Caelyn Laiuppa — “All By Myself”

Best Direction:
Caelyn Laiuppa - “All By Myself” (Morning Session)
Nora Carroll — “Nickers” (Afternoon Session)

Best Ensemble: Cast of “All By Myself”
Anthony DiMartino, Austin Espinoza, Maia Powers,
Eden Shapiro, Haleigh Whitehouse




Student Spotlight

Noah Summerer, a junior in the SHS Choir Program,
was recently accepted into the Ensign Darling Vocal
Fellowship Program through The Bushnell.

"I'lm very excited to be a part of the Bushnell's
Ensign-Darling Vocal Fellowship for the 24-25 school
year.
works with high school singers on improving their

Ensign-Darling is a scholarship program that

singing and acting ability in all genres of music. It's
going to be an exciting learning experience to work
with both like-minded peers and professionals in the
field of musical theatre, and from what | saw at last
year's performance, we're going to put together an
excellent show by the end of the year."

Noah Summerer

Alumni News

Recent 2024 graduate
Amanda Kelly, shown at
left in the 2024 SHS
production of Peter and
the Starcatcher, was
recently cast as Gertrude in
Hamlet at George
Washington University.

Matthew Reed-Brown and Brian
Class of 2024, recently
in their first concert as

Florian Vining

Teacher Feature

Inthisone,
performed
members of the UCONN Symphonic

You may have seen Mr. Vining in

action last year as a long-term

sub for the HJI and SHS
orchestras. We were so happy to
hire him as the Central School
instrumental teacher! A UCONN
graduate, Mr. Vining plays the
trumpet and currently serves as
the assistant conductor of the
Yale Medical Symphony
Orchestra. Please join us in
welcoming Mr.  Vining to
Simsbury!

Band and Wind Ensemble.

Ben Poirot, Class of 2017, is currently

performing as a tubist in the Civic

Orchestra of Chicago. Scan the code

below or click Ben's photo to read an
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relative with connections

to the orchestra.



https://cso.org/experience/article/20627/rose-fay-thomas-my-great-great-great-grandaun

A Moment with Friends

Written By: Christine Antidormi Upcoming Events

The Simsbury Friends for Music and
Performing Arts (SFFMPA) is a non-profit
organization that has been supporting
Simsbury students in music and performing
arts for over 30 years! Through membership
donations, grants and company matches,
we fund teacher grant requests for student
enrichment programming that is not
included in the Board of Education budget.
This includes guests artists, clinics,
adjudications, theater resources, workshops,
transportation to events, field trips and town
wide choral and instrumental festivals.
Please join us in our mission to support and

enrich our students and school community
through the performing arts! If you are
interested in volunteering your time or
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attending one of our meetings, please scan D el
the QR code to the right or contact us at .";ij?:::g: r':f;'::’
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https://www.simsburyfriendsformusic.org/. CERELE L

Did You Know?

Simsbury has again earned

the distinction of being a

BEST Best Community for Music
Communities Education as acknowledged
forMUSIC by the National Association
EDUCATION of Music Merchants (NAMM)

Foundation. Thank you for
supporting our program,
students, and teachers!

Brought to you by The NAMM

Foundation®



https://www.simsburyfriendsformusic.org/

