
Did you know that teachers set annual
professional goals to enhance student
learning, much like the capstone process for
high school students? They research new
ideas, collaborate with colleagues, and
develop strategies to bring fresh approaches
to their classrooms.
This year, our teachers are focusing on:

Increasing strategies to support students
of all abilities in the elementary
classroom.
Developing resources to boost secondary
music literacy.
Enhancing the efficiency of routines and
transitions during lessons.
Offering extra opportunities for students
to explore composition and folk dance.

These are just a few examples of the
incredible work happening behind the
scenes to support student growth and
success. We are fortunate to have such
dedicated teachers in our schools!

Sincerely,

K-12 Director of Music & Performing Arts

JANUARY 24, 2025

This season’s winter concerts have been nothing short of
fantastic, showcasing the talent and hard work of our
students from elementary to high school. Students
performed an impressive variety of repertoire, representing
diverse styles, time periods, composers, and cultures.

Collaboration was a highlight, with non-music teachers
joining students on stage, combined groups reimagining
traditional concerts, and creative programming that
captivated performers and audiences alike.

Thank you to everyone who attended and supported our
concerts this season—it means the world to our students
and educators! Supporting your child and the Performing
Arts in Simsbury Public Schools can make a lasting impact!
Here are some simple but effective ways to get involved:

Encourage your child to practice and ask about what
they're learning in their music or theater class.

Attend performances, not just at your child’s school but
throughout the district.

Enjoy live community and professional performances
together as a family.

Send a quick email to your school principal to share your
appreciation for a concert or event.

Join the Simsbury Friends for Music and Performing Arts
to help support our programs.
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Carmine Trovato, Class of 2023, is
currently pursuing a degree in
Musical theater at NYU. Recently, he
had the incredible opportunity to
collaborate with EGOT winner Alan
Menken (renowned Broadway
composer) and James Paline
(original Broadway director and
writer of Into the Woods) in a
workshop for a new, developing
Broadway musical. 

Student Spotlight
Eli Gold, a senior in the SHS band program,  has accomplished
many honors over the past year. In May, he was the runner-up in
the Hartford Symphony Orchestra concerto competition.
Recently, he was selected as a finalist for U.S. Navy Band’s Young
Artist Solo Competition and will travel to the historic Washington
Navy Yard to compete live in March. There will be two
opportunities to see Eli featured live at SHS, performing solos
with Simsbury Singers on April 3rd and Symphonic Winds on
May 15th. About these concerts, Eli said, "I'm so excited to make
music alongside Symphonic Winds and an SHS choir in the
coming months! Although I'm also doing lots of competitions
this year, it's so nice to be able to perform without the pretense
of a competition." We hope to see you there!

Eli Gold with Steve Collins, 
President & CEO of the HSO

Teacher Feature

Emilie Carroll, Class of 2023, is
currently in her second year at the
University of New Hampshire,
studying music. She is still playing
fiddle with the Carroll Sisters trio
and just finished recording a
second album over New Years (out
in June!) Over the past year she has
gotten more excited about music
education, and is a youth
symphony coach and private
teacher at a local community
music school in Portsmouth.

Alumni News

Rebecca Saltzman was
recently  invited to guest
conduct at the Seneca
Tompkins Music Educators
Association Choral Festival in
New York. Mrs. Saltzman led
the High School All County
Chorus in a concert held on
January 18th and was thrilled
to teach some of the pieces
she has shared with her SHS
students. Thank you, Mrs.
Saltzman, for representing
Simsbury so well!

https://cso.org/experience/article/20627/rose-fay-thomas-my-great-great-great-grandaun


Jan. 29: Tariffville Instrumental,        
               Latimer Strings, 
               Tootin Gr. 5 Band &  
               Chorus Concerts

Jan. 30: HJMS Chorus Concert

Feb. 5: HJMS Band Concert

Mar. 5: SHS Orchestra @ Eno Hall

Mar. 18: SHS Band Concert

Jan. 31-Feb. 2 & Feb. 7-9

THE MUSICAL

A Moment with Friends
The Simsbury Friends for Music and
Performing Arts (SFFMPA) continues to
fund amazing enrichment opportunities
for students across our schools. One
example of a program that would not be
possible without the SFFMPA is our
elementary Taiko drumming workshops.
Students in 3rd grade are immersed in
Japanese culture as they learn about the
language, daily life, and music of the
region. As you can see in the photo below,
this is a hands-on event with all students
learning to drum and serve as the leader
in the group. Thank you Friends!

Upcoming Events

The SFFMPA is hosting an Evening of
Talent on May 9th at 7pm in the SHS
auditorium. Students and families won’t
want to miss seeing some of their
favorite teachers, administrators, and
other familiar faces perform various
talents. This will be a fun night to
remember, so mark your calendars now!
More information will be shared in our
next issue.  

Save the Date!

Scan the QR code or visit the
website to join, volunteer, or

learn more! 

www.simsburyfriendsformusic.org


