
SUMMER READING: ENGLISH 11-2 
 
The reading choices for this summer are taken from the National Council of Teachers of English Book 
Recommendations from 2018 (YA and Adult Fiction).  Please consult the link below for synopses and 
choose from the following list of titles: 
 
National Council of Teachers of English Book Recommendations 
 
Turtles All the Way Down (John Green) 
I Am Not Your Perfect Mexican Daughter (Erika L. Sanchez) 
Tyler Johnson Was Here (Jay Coles) 
Refugee (Alan Gratz) 
The Hate U Give (Angie Thomas) 
Tradition (Brendan Kiely) 
Dear Martin (Nic Stone) 
I Am Alfonso Jones (Tony Medina) 
The Smell of Other People’s Houses (Bonnie-Sue Hitchcock) 
Incognegro (Mat Johnson) 
Goodbye Days (Jeff Zentner) 
Nineteen Minutes (Jodi Picoult) 
Parable of the Sower (Octavia Butler) 
Salvage the Bones (Jesmyn Ward) 
Ordinary Grace (William Kent Krueger) 
 
ASSIGNMENT 
As you read, identify 5-6 memorable moments and two or more important quotes in the text.  Mark these 
moments on a separate piece of paper or with sticky notes on which you write some commentary on what 
makes this moment memorable for you.  Consider issues of setting, character, conflict, and theme. This 
will be checked and graded on the first day of class. 
 
Please bring your your text with annotations to class on the first day of school.  
 
Please Note: Some literature may have ideas, language, or philosophies that are objectionable to you. 
Parents should review the descriptions of the novels to ensure that they are suitable for their 
child.  If parents have further questions as to the suitability of a text for their child, they are 
encouraged to call Sara Ray, Teen Services Librarian at Simsbury Public Library; or Emily 
Drago, English Supervisor at Simsbury High School.  Sara and Emily are happy to help students 
and parents make the choice best for them.  Sara Ray can be reached at 
sarar@simsburylibrary.info or 860-658-7663 ext 2118; Emily Drago can be reached at 
edrago@simsbury.k12.ct.us. 
 
These texts are available at the Simsbury Public Library. 

http://www2.ncte.org/blog/2018/04/2018-book-recommendations-ya-adult-fiction/

