
2019 SUMMER READING: ENGLISH 10-2 
 

The reading choices for this summer are taken from the Young Adult Library Services 
Association Alex Award winners. The Alex Awards are given to ten books written for adults that 
have special appeal to young adults, ages 12 through 18. Please consult the link below for 
synopses and choose from the following list of titles: 
 
http://www.ala.org/yalsa/alex-awards#current 
 
The Black God’s Drums, by P. Djèlí Clark 
The Book of Essie, by Meghan MacLean Weir 
Circe, by Madeline Miller   
Educated: A Memoir,by Tara Westover 
The Girl Who Smiled Beads: A Story of War and What Comes After, by Clemantine Wamariya 

 and Elizabeth Weil  
Green, by Sam Graham-Felsen   
Home After Dark, by David Small 
How Long ’Til Black Future Month?, by N. K. Jemisin 
Lawn Boy, by Jonathan Evison 
Spinning Silver, by Naomi Novik 
 
ASSIGNMENT 
As you read, identify 5-6 memorable moments and two or more important quotes in the text.  
Mark these moments with sticky notes. Consider issues of setting, character, conflict, and theme. 
This will be checked and graded on the first day of class. In addition, be prepared for a 
written assignment using these materials on the first day of class.  
 
Please bring your text with sticky notes to class on the first day of school.  
 
Please Note: Some literature may have ideas, language, or philosophies that are objectionable to 
you. Parents should review the descriptions of the novels to ensure that they are suitable for their 
child.  If parents have further questions as to the suitability of a text for their child, they are 
encouraged to call Sara Ray, Teen Services Librarian at Simsbury Public Library, or Emily 
Drago, English Supervisor at Simsbury High School.  Sara and Emily are happy to help students 
and parents make the choice best for them.  Sara Ray can be reached at 
sarar@simsburylibrary.info or 860-658-7663 ext 2118; Emily Drago can be reached at 
edrago@simsbury.k12.ct.us. 
 
These texts are available at the Simsbury Public Library. 

http://www.ala.org/yalsa/alex-awards#current

