
10-1 ENGLISH 
SUMMER READING ASSIGNMENT 2019 

 
**Arrive on the first day of school prepared for a discussion and a test. ** 

  
Read The Secret Life of Bees, by Sue Monk Kidd. While reading the novel, take notes on plot and character. Also, take 
notes on the following archetypal pattern, archetypal characters, and archetypal symbols: 
  

ARCHETYPAL PATTERN 
STAGES OF A HERO’S JOURNEY (OR PROTAGONIST’S JOURNEY) 

Stage 1: Departure: The hero is called to adventure, although he or she is reluctant to accept. 
Stage 2: Initiation and trials: The hero crosses a threshold into a new, more dangerous world, gaining a more mature 
perspective. The hero is given supernatural aid, and undergoes tests of strength, resourcefulness, and endurance. 
Stage 3: Return and Reintegration with Society: The hero returns home changed by his or her experiences. Sometimes 
the hero receives new powers or uses his or her new wisdom to restore fertility and order to the land. Usually, the hero’s 
reward is an enlarged understanding or a grasp of truth which he or she did not possess before his or her experiences. 
Sometimes, the hero discovers that he or she no longer fits in at home. 
  

ARCHETYPAL CHARACTERS 
Abusive Parent: Frequently evil and greedy and usually neglectful, the abusive parent physically, verbally, and/or 
emotionally abuses the child. 
  
Dead Parent: The dead parent represents the loss of an ideal or guide for the child. This absence frequently leads to a 
sense of feeling incomplete and/or not fitting in. 
  
Earth Mother: Symbolic of fruition, abundance, and fertility, the earth mother traditionally offers spiritual and emotional 
nourishment to those with whom she comes in contact. 
  
Loyal Companion: The loyal companion is willing to face hardship and ordeal in order to stay together. His or her duty is 
to reflect the nobility and power of the hero. 
 
Mentor: The Mentor is an older, wiser teacher to the hero. The mentor, who serves as a father or mother figure, often 
gives the hero gifts (weapons, food, magic, information), and serves as a role model or as the hero’s conscience. 
  

ARCHETYPAL SYMBOLS 
Water: Necessary to life and growth, water commonly appears as a birth symbol, as baptism symbolizes a spiritual birth. 
Rain, rivers, oceans, etc. also function the same way. 
  
Ritual: A ritual includes actual ceremonies that the hero experiences, marking his or her rite of passage into another state. 
  
Bridge: Crossing a bridge signifies that the hero has departed his or her former way of life and crossed into a new 
experience. Crossing a bridge is also linked to the transformation of the hero from his or her former naïve and innocent 
self to one who, based on new experiences, has a greater understanding of the world and truth. 
 


