
 
 

 

SHS Principal Weekly Message April 24, 2020 
 

 

Hello Trojan Families and Staff: 

I want to thank everyone for their efforts to date in these unprecedented times. Please know that our teachers  

are working incredibly hard during this period of Distance Learning and that teaching and grading is as new to 

them in this environment, as it is to our students and families. If you have any questions, please contact your 

teacher directly as feedback and communication is essential as we move forward.   

Earlier, I used the analogy of Churchill's Finest Hour to capture our educational work. However, I will adopt the 

movie Apollo 13 as a symbol for our work in regards to grading for all involved. I believe this movie best 

symbolizes the work through all the formulas, components and variables to get those astronauts home. As such, 

we have been in contact with many people throughout our district and the state to ensure the process of grading 

will work for all.  

We have asked each teacher to identify the 8-10 assessments that will count toward the 4th quarter grade and  

ask that they keep the numerical average until June 1st when we will ask each student to consider moving to a 

Pass/Fail option. Pending your decision which can be different for each class, the calculations will be used to 

determine the end grades that will be based on the formulas below. Please note that final exams have been 

eliminated for this year, and please also note that colleges will only be sent the final grade as usual.  

At this point, to help better understand the numerical average, there are 4 scenarios that can play out: 

1. A student passes his work for the 4th quarter and the numerical average has a positive impact on the yearlong 

grade. Students in this category would be best to take the letter grade.  (see highlighted column below) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. A student passes his work for the quarter (60 or higher) however, the numerical average for the 4th quarter 

has a negative impact on the grade, a student can choose to change the numerical grade to a Pass, which will not 

be factored into the final calculation of their grade. (see highlighted column below) 

 

  Yearlong  

    Classes 

 
Q4 is graded Q4 is Pass 

Quarter 1 24% 31.6% 

Quarter 2 24% 31.6% 

Quarter 3 24% 31.6% 

Quarter 4 24% Pass exempt 

Midterm 4% 5.2% 



 

 

  
 

 

 

 

3. In these uncertain times we are very concerned if a student has not reached the minimum benchmark of 

60. Recognizing that the reasons behind this can be quite varied, we have adopted the state recommendation 

for giving those students an Incomplete if they are in grades 9, 10 and 11. Students in these grades would 

receive an Incomplete for the 4th quarter and then be asked to get recovery work done by June 30th to obtain a 

passing  grade, or their numerical average will stand. 

 

4. For seniors, not reaching the minimum benchmark of 60, we would go to an immediate recovery plan on June 

1st (Teachers assigned work or Plato Recovery online program ) to give them a two week window to meet 

graduation standards in those courses in time for the graduation ceremony. Failure to meet obligations by 

June 11th will require students to be enrolled in our summer credit recovery program that would begin on June 

15th with the hopes of a summer graduation. 

 

We are in the process of creating a form that would require each student who is opting for a Pass to complete by 

June 1 with acknowledgement by both students and parents/guardians. Counselors would then review the request 

and instruct the teachers involved to make the necessary changes.   

While most of our students are enrolled in yearlong classes, we do have students registered in semester and 

quarter classes as well. For students in semester classes, please refer to the chart below when deciding between 

the two Pass options. Any student not passing will be subject to the expectations listed above. 

For students enrolled in 4th quarter only courses, you will have the option to choose the numerical grade or a  

Pass providing you pass (60 or above) the quarter. 

  

  

 

In closing, like the Apollo 13 movie, it will be our goal to get our astronauts home! For us, that means to get our 

students to the end of the year with a grade that is a fair representation of their efforts and accomplishments this 

year in each class. It is our hope that this process will be clearer now. If you have any remaining questions, please 

contact your guidance counselors, as they can play an integral part in this process and best be able to help you 

going forward. 

Go Trojans! 
Steve Patrina, Principal 

Yearlong  

Classes 

 
Q4 is graded Q4 is Pass 

Quarter 1 24% 31.6% 

Quarter 2 24% 31.6% 

Quarter 3 24% 31.6% 

Quarter 4 24% Pass exempt 

Midterm 4% 5.2% 

Half-Year  
Classes 

 Q4 is  
graded 

Q4 is  
Pass 

Quarter 3 50% 100% 

Quarter 4 50% Exempt 



 

 

Other Items: 

We were delighted to see some good news this week. The US News & World Report came out with their high 
school ranking and as you can see, we did very well this year. To the best of our knowledge, it’s our highest 
ranking so far! Congratulations SHS! 

It has come to our attention that some students have not changed their passwords to their Simsbury Gmail 
accounts in quite some time. We remind students to keep their login information secure at all times, but this 
may be a good time to update passwords given the circumstances of our current reality. 

The Math Lab is now open if you want to visit with Mrs. Kaswer and get some help from her.  The Google Meet 
code is mathlabhelp.  She will be available on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday from 12:00 pm - 2:00 pm and   
on Wednesdays from 9:00 am  - 11:00 am. 

https://www.usnews.com/education/best-high-schools/connecticut

