
SHS Principal Weekly Message October 21, 2020 

 

Dear SHS Families: 

 

I hope that you received the message from Superintendent Curtis earlier this month that included information 

about the potential for a full reopening at SHS. While our hybrid learning model has served us adequately, our 

goal remains to bring all students to school for in-person learning when it is safe to do so – knowing that the 

school opening logistics are much more challenging given the scope of the high school level. Having opened all 

of our elementary schools and HJMS, the district has been targeting the end of October for the high school’s 

return. Until a few days ago, we were on track to make that happen; unfortunately, we have now seen a slight 

uptick in community cases and positivity rates both in Hartford County and in the Farmington Valley, in 

particular. Overall, the metrics do remain good, but out of an abundance of caution, we want to monitor the 

data in order to ensure that the recent upward trend does not continue. Therefore, we have decided that 

Simsbury High School will remain in the hybrid model for the rest of the first marking period, which closes during 

the first week of November. If the health data allows, we are prepared to welcome SHS students back to school 

full-time for four days per week starting on November 10th. 

 

We have been planning for the full return of students for months. Many of the structures and procedures that 

we currently have were designed with a full return in mind; however, increasing our capacity will require some 

adjustments from everyone for us to continue the focus on the health and safety of our students and staff. It is 

also important to note that families continue to have the option of 100% distance learning for their children. The 

hybrid model will no longer be a choice moving forward; it was a strategy for us to gradually test our systems 

and eventually get all students back to school.  

 

As we prepare for the full re-opening of Simsbury High School in the next few weeks, we want to ensure that the 

students and families, who have chosen full distance learning, as well as those potentially transitioning in/out of 

distance learning, are receiving clear and consistent communication with regards to school updates, upcoming 

events, and important things to know. We also want to ensure that students and families have a clear point of 

contact when and if any issues arise. In order to provide consistent support and communication for all of our 

distance learners, we have initiated a distance learning support and communication team led by Assistant 

Principal Vanessa Massiah. Please be on the lookout for the first Distance Learning Newsletter on Friday, 

October 23rd. Should you have any questions or need to contact Ms. Massiah, please feel free to reach out  

to her at vmassiah@simsburyschools.net or (860) 658-0451 x451. 

 

Below are some highlights moving forward in regards to our full return to school: 

 

Monday remains a distance learning day for all students:  

 

 Teachers require time during the school day to meet with and plan for our students that remain in the 

100% distance learning model. We will be communicating with distance learning families about any 

potential changes. 



 We will continue to keep the same schedule of Google Meets for periods 1-8 to ensure continuity of 

learning for all students. The afternoons will be reserved to work with our 100% distance learning 

students.  

 Custodians will continue our cleaning protocols and may need the additional time to clean should we open 

parts of the building to weekend use by the community in the future. 

 Having students attend school virtually one day a week statistically reduces the potential for disease 

transmission by 20%. 

 

Arrival and Dismissal: 

 

 We have found our staggered systems to be effective and we will continue them with school starting at 

7:45 am and ending at 2:05 pm. 

 Staggered arrival will continue with buses and staff entering the school by 7:20 am and drop offs in the 

back circle occurring between 7:20 and 7:40 am. 

 For those who applied and received parking spots, your arrival time is between 7:20-7:40 am. 

 Staggered dismissal will continue at 2:05 pm with first run buses and students who drove to school, 

followed by the second run buses and those being picked up at 2:12 pm.  

 

Social Distancing: 

 

 Naturally, students will be seated closer together than they currently are in the classrooms, but we have 

analyzed the rooms and maximized distance between seats as much as possible. In a few instances, we will 

be relocating some classes to larger rooms. We will also be moving some student schedules to keep class 

sizes manageable for the spaces they are in. In order to accomplish this with the least disruption, we are 

focusing on free periods and study halls that align with their current teacher’s schedule. Additionally, 

teachers will be required to keep seating charts so that in the event we do identify a positive case, we can 

pinpoint those students that would be defined as a ‘close contact’ (less than 6 feet for more than 15 

minutes). We will also continue taking mask breaks between periods so students will need to dress for that 

as it gets colder. We will also continue with our hallway traffic patterns and bathroom limitations that have 

already been in place. 

 

Lunch: 

 

 Lunch is an area that requires special attention as student masks are off while eating and space is at a 

premium at that time of day in the school. To minimize the numbers, we will be moving to a four lunch 

wave schedule. Furthermore, we will continue eating outside whenever possible, and in addition to our 

outdoor spaces, we have expanded our eating areas to include the blue gym and amphitheater. While 

these locations are not the most comfortable places to eat for all students, we need to ask for their 

cooperation so that we can ensure students are properly distanced during lunch. 

 

Finally, I want to thank everyone in our school community for their assistance in coming back to SHS safely. 

From the families doing the health checks before sending students to school, to our staff ensuring students wear 



masks and socially distance as much as possible, it truly has been and will continue to be a team effort!  As we 

enter this next phase of reopening, it will be more important than ever for us to hold firm to all of our safety 

protocols. Please reference the updated Daily Screening for Families checklist that has been published by the 

Farmington Valley Health Department each day before school. For your convenience, we also have included the 

SHS month at a glance and daily bell schedule. If you have any questions regarding the full reopening of SHS, 

please do not hesitate to reach out. 

 

Thanks again for all of your support, 

 

Stephen Patrina 

Principal 

 

https://www.simsbury.k12.ct.us/uploaded/SHS_Content/Bulletin_Board/COVID_Daily_Screening.pdf?1602692682357
https://www.simsbury.k12.ct.us/uploaded/SHS_Content/Bulletin_Board/MonthAtGlance_OctNov.pdf?1603198860487
https://www.simsbury.k12.ct.us/uploaded/SHS_Content/Bulletin_Board/NEW_bell_schedule_Oct28.pdf?1602697207148

