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Dear HJMS Families, 

We are just a couple days away from a well earned break for our school community. Our teachers 
and students have been hard at work all year and now have a nice long winter break to look forward 
to! In just a few short months we have had so much happening at HJMS. Two important recogni-
tions include Mrs. Belmonte being named Middle School Assistant Principal of the Year for Connecti-
cut and Brian Inthasone recognized as the CAPSS award winner for Simsbury. We also have been 
engaged in several community service opportunities, celebrated Unity Day, Kindness Day, Veterans 
Day, and showcased the artistic and musical talents of our students on several occasions. It is truly 
amazing to see what our students and teachers are accomplishing together every day here at HJMS! 

Our school construction project is moving right along and eight teachers are now in their new 
rooms. We are making great progress on the media center and auditorium as well. If all goes ac-
cording to plan, we will move six teachers into their new rooms in February and be planning a grand 
opening of the media center and auditorium sometime in late March! Visit the Instagram feed 
@hjmslions to see the most recent progress on our project. It is truly amazing to watch our school be 
transformed day by day. We are also making progress on our goal of creating consistency and pur-
pose around homework at HJMS. We had a great open discussion at our last PTC meeting, and our 
staff has been investigating the research on homework at several professional development days 
this year. Additionally, our homework committee is putting the finishing touches on a teacher, stu-
dent, and parent survey that we will administer in January. I hope you will take some time to give us 
valuable feedback that will help us in the creation of new guidelines to be in place for next school 
year. We will also continue to discuss homework at our PTC meetings throughout this school-year. 

On behalf of the entire staff at HJMS, I wish you and your family a wonderful break filled with time 
together. Your middle school child may push back on spending time together; they are supposed to 
do that. The easy thing to do is just leave them alone with their technology. However, they do secret-
ly want you to play a board game with them, take them out to the movies, make cookies together, 
etc… The bigger the eye roll you get when you suggest doing something like that, the more they 
need it. Try putting both of your phones in another room and go do something/anything together this 
next week. I’m going to try this too. It will be easy with one of my daughters, and hard with the other! 

Happy Holidays! 

Scott Baker 
Principal HJMS 
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UNDER CONSTRUCTION 

HJ is under construction! Construction began in April and will run through June of next year. 

When finished, we will have a new auditorium, media center and updated science rooms and 

classrooms. 

Auditorium construction 

Media Center Addition present 

Students Kate Lefleur, Marques Starks, Abby Swart 

and Sanique James with Assistant Principal Anjanette 

Belmonte 

CAS AWARD ACHIEVEMENT 

Congratulations to Assistant Principal AN-

JANETTE BELMONTE!  Anjanette has been 

selected as the 2020 Assistant Principal of 

the Year by the Connecticut Association of 

Schools (CAS). CAS members came to HJ 

and interviewed groups of BOE members, 

students, parents and teachers to hear what 

Anjanette does here at HJ. And they were 

impressed! 
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COUNSELOR’S CORNER 

Welcome to the Counselor’s Corner! It is our hope that through updates each trimester that your family 

will have more insight into how their school counselor is working with your child. 

Chris Hall (A-G) 

Alexandra Bond (7th H-O, 8th H-P) 

Sarah Maher (7th P-Z, 8th Q-Z) 

We want to extend a warm welcome to our School Counseling Intern, Caitlin Aissis, who will be working 
with us and all students throughout the entire school year.  Welcome Caitlin! 

7th Grade 

In September, the counselors were welcomed into English classrooms. We discussed the differ-
ence between a goal and a wish with an emphasis on goal setting, as the students developed their 7th 
grade Personal Learning Plans (PLP). 

The students were also introduced to Naviance, Family Connections which is a web based pro-
gram that is used from 7-12 grade. Naviance allows students to complete personal interest inventories, 
collect data on themselves, and complete future searches on colleges and careers. 

As a means to get to know each student, school counselors met with Connection rooms in small 
groups. This activity helped students to learn more about each other and their counselor while increas-
ing connectedness to HJMS! 

8th Grade 

In October, the school counselors met with all 8th graders in Wellness classes to further teach 
Mindfulness techniques that aid in stressing “less”. 

In November, the school counselors met with 8th graders during their Unified Art class to dis-
cuss their Personal Learning Plan. This year students completed an inventory in Naviance, Family Con-
nection named Strength Explorer.  Through answering a series of questions, students were able to iden-
tify strengths within their personal character that could be linked to future career opportunities.  Stu-
dents were given time to investigate some of these potential careers and what high school classes and 
post high school education is needed.  All of this information is stored on Naviance, Family Connection 
for your student to review with you. 

Communicating with your Middle Schooler: 

 Do Things Together. Share activities with your student that promote conversation, such as playing 
games, taking walks, riding bikes, or watching quality TV together. Simply being together! 

 Choose the Best Time to Talk. It’s best to talk when everyone is well-rested and without pressing 
tasks to get done. Make time each day to talk with your student. 

 Bring the family together. Starting early will establish the meeting as a tradition. Plan meetings to 
discuss and write down family rules and the consequences of disobeying them. Hold meetings to 
discuss good things, too.  Meetings can be held to celebrate a school or family success or to decide 
how to reinforce and increase progress. 

 Become an Active Listener. Good communicators practice the art of active listening. The behavior 
of active listeners tells those speaking that they’re being paid attention to. When you actively listen 
to your teen, you help them feel valued.  This makes them more willing to communicate with you. 
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 NEWS FROM THE LIBRARY MEDIA CENTER 

Our Library program is in full swing! Student orientations have come to a close, and Makerspace is 

fully open!  During orientation, students reviewed the Responsible Use Policy as well as the policies 

and expectations for the LMC. Here are a few of the highlights! 

 Fiction (including audio books), non-fiction and magazines circulate for 2 weeks. Overdue notic-

es are delivered through homeroom classes. If a student has lost his/her book, we ask that he/she 

pay for the book. 

 Our Library Media Center is open Monday, Wednesday and Thursday until 3:15 PM. Students are 

welcome to stay and work on projects, or finish homework. Each student will need a library as-

signment pass from a teacher to work in the LMC after school. 

 Students were reminded that the Responsible Use Policy is found in the ‘Computer Use’ section 

of their handbooks. If there are any questions, they should talk with Mrs. Grocki. 

 Students are also encouraged to have a pair of headphones/earbuds, in their chromebook case or 

pencil case for audio projects and videos. 

 Students were also reminded that it is their responsibility to bring a fully charged chromebook to 

school everyday. 

 Students do not need to carry the power cord to school each day. This should be left at home. 

Our HJMS Makerspace is an exciting opportunity for all students.  We started the year with students 

building structures with KEVA planks and moved into circuitry with Chibitronics materials and Snap 

Circuits.  Soon, we will begin creating winter scenes out of cardboard to place around the school.  The 

students hope to create a moving structure with arduinos and code! Students are also welcome to 

work on any project about which they are passionate-Crafts, sewing, stop-animation, whatever it 

might be! 

If you would like to make a donation to our Makerspace we would appreciate it. 

We can always use: 

 duct tape, beads from old necklaces, knitting needles, yarn, and Crochet hooks 

 Legos, sets of K’Nex, chess sets, and even old game pieces, baby toys with battery packs that make 
sounds, light up or move 

 Left over Cricut materials, thread, material, polyfill for stuffing 

Donations may be dropped off in the Library Media Center! Thanks for your help! 
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Healthcare for UninSured Kids and Youth 

NEWS FROM THE HEALTH OFFICE 

Medications - Before any medication, prescribed or over-the-counter (OTC), may be tak-

en by a student, a Simsbury Schools Authorization Form must be on file in the school 

health office.  No prescribed or OTC drug (Tylenol, ibuprofen, aspirin) will be administered 

by the nurse or self-administered until this form is on file. This is in compliance with Connecticut stat-

utes and Simsbury Board of Education policy.  If you wish to have your child take medication of any 

kind during school hours, please have your physician complete the authorization form and submit it to 

the health office.  You may bring the form into school, or the doctor’s office can FAX it to 860-658-

3629. This policy is in effect for the protection of your child.  We do appreciate your cooperation.  All 

controlled medication must be brought to school by a parent or guardian and delivered only to the 

school nurse. 

Illnesses and Absences - If your child will be out of school for any reason, you must notify 

the school each day he/she is out. Call the general phone number for Henry James, 651-

3341, and follow the instructions. To make the absence excused, a written note should be 

brought to school upon the child’s return. The line is available 24 hours a day, although absences 

should be called in prior to 9:00 AM of the day your child will not be in school. If you are traveling, 

one phone call with the dates is requested, with a note to follow. 

Prevention - Prevention is the key to avoiding winter viruses.  Encourage your child to get plenty of 

rest, drink lots of water, wash their hands often and eat a balanced diet. 

Should they have a fever of over 100.4 degrees or are vomiting, they should not come to school. 

 

 
The HUSKY plan (Healthcare for Uninsured Kids and Youth) is Connecticut’s health insurance pro-

gram for children. Every child needs quality health care, and the Husky plan offers a comprehensive 

health care benefit package for children up to age 19.  For questions and help applying for the pro-

gram, call 1-877-CT HUSKY. 

(1-877-284-8759) or visit Husky Healthcare on the internet. 

SUBSTITUTE NURSES NEEDED 

Simsbury Public Schools need substitute school nurses. If you are a current RN and are interested in more 

information, contact Sue Beardsley, Director of Health Services at 860-658-0451, ext. 712. 
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AFTERSCHOOL ACTIVITIES 

There are plenty of afterschool activities to choose 

from at Henry James.   Please see our daily announce-

ments for a complete list of weekly activities.   Simply 

go to our Henry James website to access each day’s 

announcements or you can sign up to receive them by 

email. 

Intramurals change from month to month.  Students 

should check the intramural bulletin board in the gym 

hallway for a list of current activities.  Signup sheets 

are also located on the bulletin board. 

Upcoming events: 

December 23rd-January 1st: 

Holiday Recess 

January 17th: Early Release 

at 11:15. 

January 24th:  Neon Night 

event at HJ 

January 20th:  No school— 

Martin Luther King Jr. day 

January 30th:  Neon night 

snow date 

February 14th:  Early Release 

at 11:15 

February 17-18th: No School 

NATIONAL BE KIND DAY 

World Kindness Day is celebrated annually on 13th November. On this day, participants try to 

make the world a better place by celebrating and promoting good deeds and pledging acts of 

kindness.  Here at Henry James, students wrote down acts of kindness in front of our Be Kind 

Wall. 
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WINDING TRAILS FIELD TRIP 

Seventh grade students had the opportunity in October 

to go to Winding Trails in Farmington for team building 

opportunities. 

Red Team students participating in a team building activity 

Blue Team students 
Yellow Team students 

“Preparing all students for success at the high school level and 

beyond by inspiring lifelong learning and developing citizens of 

strong moral character.” 

Henry James Mission Statement 
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ART NEWS—PEACE POSTER WINNERS! 

The theme for this year’s Lions Club Peace Poster Contest was “The Journey of Peace”. Twenty-two 

posters entered this year; eighteen of them were from Ms. Arbesman’s Full Year Art class. Full Year Art 

students learned about world peacemakers, symbols of peace, and how best to convey a message without 

using words or numbers. They were able to explore and experiment with many types of art media when 

creating their compositions.  The entries were impressive this year!  All worked very hard but congratu-

lations goes to the first place winner Kayleigh Papagelis! Her poster will go on to compete at the Lions 

Club regional level. 

Kayleigh Papagelis—1st Place Winner Erika Zdravkovic—2nd Place 

Liliana Boutin—3rd Place 

Christina Zhang—Honorable Mention 

NON-DISCRIMINATION STATEMENT 

The Simsbury Board of Education will not make employment decisions (including decisions related to hiring, assignment, compensation, promotion, 
demotion, disciplinary action and termination) on the basis of race, color, religion, age, sex, marital status, sexual orientation, gender identity or 
expression, national origin, ancestry, disability or genetic information, except in the case of a bona fide occupational qualification. For the purposes 
of this policy, “genetic information” means the information about genes, gene products, or inherited characteristics that may derive from an individ-
ual or a family member. Questions concerning Title IX compliance should be directed to: Neil Sullivan, Director of Personnel (860) 651-3361; nsul-
livan@simsbury.k12.ct.us Questions concerning 504 compliance should be directed to:  Erin Murray, Asst. Superintendent for Teaching & Learning 
(860) 651-3361; emurray@simsbury.k12.ct.us 
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NEWS FROM THE MUSIC DEPARTMENT 

HJ Chorus students Ellery Barcomb, Surya Patel, Paris Albrecht, Yifan Jiang, Stefan Boca, Jar-

ed Gatmaitan, Sohani Das, Matthew Reed-Brown, and Abby Slater (from left to right)  partici-

pated in the CT ACDA (Connecticut American Choral Director’s Association) Middle School 

Honor on October 19 at Guilford High School. The Middle School Honor Choir was an intense 

one-day festival chorus.  Students from various parts of the state rehearsed with acclaimed 

composers, Roger Emerson and Jacob Naverud, enjoyed a noon choral concert, and then pre-

sented their hard work in a concert performance for friends, family, and teachers. We are ex-

tremely proud of our Simsbury students for being selected and thank you Mr. Stammen for pre-

paring the students for this enriching experience! 

MEN’S NIGHT OUT CONCERT 

Several HJ students performed at Simsbury High School for the annual Men’s Night Out con-

cert on November 7th. 
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 IN SCHOOL CONCERT 

December is music concert month and our students were very busy!  Our in school concert was 

held on December 11th.  Thank you to Jason Stammen, Ryan Ford and Charlotte D’Aleo for di-

recting our students! 
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qijts of £ov_e 
Families Helping Fam1l1es 

HJ UNITY DAY 

The HJMS school-wide recognition of Unity Day 

prompted 8th grade science teacher, Miss Kotler, to 

relay the story of how a former school she taught in 

recognized Breast Cancer Awareness by encourag-

ing the staff and students to dress in pink. The story 

prompted Miss Kotler's Connections' class to chal-

lenge her on October 25 to be the "pinkest."  Mrs. 

Belmonte and Mrs. Maher were recruited to judge. 

The rules were simple: Everyone was required to 

have a least a little pink.  Looking at the photo, they 

all succeeded!  Sarah Medeika (back row, 4th from 

the left) was declared the winner! 

COMMUNITY SERVICE CONNECTION 

A group of HJ students spent an afternoon loading frozen turkeys on November 20th in the HJ 

parking lot for the Annual Jack Bannon Turkey Trot drive.  In addition, students and staff 

brought in non-perishable items and gave over $600 in cash donations.  Thanks to Alexandra 

Bond for coordinating this event. Well done Henry James! 
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VETERANS DAY EVENTS AT HJMS 

Left to right: Lieutenant Thomas Filburn, students Alex 

Lugo and Lorenzo Marcktell, and Principal Scott Baker 

Students in Diane Rigby’s Family & Consumer 

Science class sewed together a quilt in what has 

become an annual tradition of giving a red, 

white, and blue quilt to a member of the armed 

services. This year’s recipient was Lieutenant 

Thomas Filburn, a lieutenant in the Army Na-

tional Guard, who was presented the quilt on 

Veterans Day by two of our HJ students. 

PEN-A-THON FUNDRAISER 

Henry James Technology educator Bryan Forman organized a fundraiser in support of the SHS 

Freedom Pen-a-Thon which assists organizations dedicated to helping veterans suffering from 

PTSD.  Over $750 was collected from students who donated a dollar for the fundraiser. In addi-

tion, several HJ students participated in the Freedom Pen-a-Thon at the high school on Novem-

ber 21st, spending time making personalized ball point pens from a “Freedom Pen kit” contain-

ing blocks of wood. The pens were then distributed to active duty military units as well as retired 

veterans as a thank you for their service. 

Character Quote of the Week: 

This inspirational quote comes from: Kahil Gibran 

"Kindness is like snow – It beautifies everything it covers." 
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