September 26, 2025
Dear Staff, Parents, and Guardians:

As we close out the first month of the school year, | want to take this opportunity to share my gratitude
and excitement for all that is underway. The start of the year has been filled with energy and positivity,
and | have been inspired to see our classrooms, hallways, playgrounds, and playing fields once again
alive with students' activities and learning.

Each year, we open school with a Convocation ceremony. Our theme this year was Learn, Launch, and
Lead. Learn: This speaks to our commitment to continuous learning — both for our students and for
ourselves as educators. We are lifelong learners, and we embrace the opportunity to grow, refine, and
expand our knowledge. Launch: This is about launching new initiatives and new opportunities with the
best of intentions. With the launch of our new strategic plan we are pushing ourselves to pursue
innovative practices that will benefit our students and our community. Lead: Finally, this action is about
being leaders in education — guiding others with purpose, passion, and integrity. As educators, we lead
by example while fostering an environment of collaboration, critical thinking, and compassion.

The highlight of the Convocation morning was our announcement of the 2025-26 Kathleen Magowan
Simsbury Teacher of the Year, which was awarded to Jill DeVita, Language Arts Consultant at Squadron
Line School. In her recognition speech, Jill reminded us that as educators, we can become important
parts of our students’ stories -- even when we least expect it. Those stories, the ones that live in our
classrooms every day, deserve to be told. Jill asked each of us: “Who will tell your story?” She then
invited multiple students to share their personal accounts of Simsbury teachers who had impacted their
lives. There were few dry eyes in the auditorium. We are excited that Jill will be representing Simsbury
Public Schools across the State of Connecticut in the coming months.

A special welcome goes out to our 397 new students and 47 new staff members, as well as the families
who are joining our Simsbury Public Schools team. We are thrilled you have arrived as part of our
community, and | look forward to the varied ways in which you will enrich our schools. In addition, please
join me in welcoming a few new administrators to our team. Scott Redman has been appointed as
Assistant Principal at Simsbury High School. Mr. Redman will succeed Vanessa Massiah, who now
serves as principal at Central School. He comes to us after serving as Assistant Principal at Bristol
Eastern High School. Scott began his new role on September 15th. Former Simsbury High School
Science Department Supervisor, Heather Golden, has been named Interim Director of Athletics and
Student Activities. Ms. Golden brings a deep knowledge of SHS athletics and a strong commitment to
our students. She has not only coached in the SHS Athletic Department but has also worked for a
number of seasons as the Events Manager, a position that directly supports the Athletic Director in the
management of the program.

As many of you know, the Town of Simsbury has purchased the property at 2 Farms Village Road,
adjacent to Simsbury High School, to serve as the future home of a new self-contained special education
program called The New Path Program. This initiative represents our continued commitment to ensuring
all students have access to high-quality educational opportunities in their least restrictive environment,
while remaining connected to their home community. Renovations are underway, and we anticipate
welcoming students into the new space later this fall as part of Phase 1 of this project. We are excited
about the opportunities this dedicated space provides for students, staff, and families alike. The New



Path Program will offer a refreshed, purpose-built environment while preserving strong connections to
our schools and the larger community.

With our strong start to the school year, | am certain that the months ahead will provide more
opportunities to celebrate the successes of our students and the strength of our schools. | look forward
to communicating with you as the year moves forward. Thank you for the care and commitment you all
bring as partners in educating our students.

Sincerely,

Matt Curtis
Superintendent of Schools



