Simsbury Board of Education
933 Hopmeadow Street
Simsbury, CT 06070
860-651-3361

“In our school
we have a
special activity
that everybody
participates
called Squads. Squads is
where you go to a teacher
with a group of students
from every single grade. |
think it's a perfect way to
meet and get

to know new people and
make new friends.”

Eliza Horner, Gr. 5
Squadron Line School

“It's the norm to
be nice. Like, if
someone drops
something,
someone will
pick it up and give it to the
person who had dropped it,
no questions asked. Many
new kids have come to Cen-
tral School for the last year of
elementary school and every-
one has welcomed them with
open arms. Being a kind per-
son at Central is normal and
it would be very strange for
someone to be mean.”

Annabelle Boryczewski, Gr. 6
Central School

“School spirit is
immensely large.
| mean, we're
proud to be part
of Simsbury, and |
think when we have team
sports or pep rallies or any-
thing that could overrun team
spirit, our school’s really good
about it. We always go to
games, we always have fun,
we always stay respectful and |
think that’s something that we
treasure here.”

Christopher Morris, Gr. 12
Simsbury High School

NON-PROFIT
ORG

US Postage
PAID

Hartford, CT

Permit #158

“We actually
have a brand
new Henry James
News Network
here, and I'm
one of the anchors

17

Olivia Keller, Gr. 7
Henry James Memorial
School

Board of Education Meetings

All meetings are held at 6:30 p.m.
in the BOE conference room on
the second and fourth Tuesday of
each month. Visit our website for
more information.
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Dear Neighbor:

Welcome back to our bi-annual edition of The Communicator. So many positive things have
happened since the start of the school year. We are pleased with the completion of the Latimer
Lane Elementary School renovation project and the community event that occurred in November.
We also have new housing for the Farmington Valley Transition Academy, our joint post-secondary
program with Farmington, at Riverdale Farms. A celebration of this facility will be held this spring.

As part of the district’s focus on continuous improvement, the Board of Education is working on
updating their five year goals. These strategic goals encompass four key areas: Student Growth
and Success, Compassionate and Connected School Culture, Premier Workforce, and Sustainable

and Strategic Investments. The BOE will adopt a new strategic plan within the next few months.

We look forward to sharing our refined vision with the community.

Simsbury Public Schools’ Vision of a Graduate serves as a guiding principle for K-12 curriculum development, instruction, and assessment.
It helps ensure that all students have the opportunity to develop the skills and knowledge they need to succeed in college, career, and life.
Our Curriculum Blueprint can be found on our website under the District tab at www.simsbury.k12.ct.us. The 2023-24 District Annual Report,

providing measured outcomes against our goals, is also located under the District tab of the website.

We are pleased to share a look into the happenings at our schools with the community. Please take a moment to learn more about the

school district and the accomplishments of our amazing student body. Best wishes for a successful year for our community and our schools!

Respectfully, Matt Curtis, Superintendent and Jeff Tindall, BOE Chair
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During the fall, our community came together to celebrate the

\ "%

N

completion of the Latimer Lane Elementary School renovation project.

Appreciation is extended to the many members of the various Town Boards and Commis-
sions who attended a ribbon cutting ceremony of November 12th. The event was yet
another example of our town rallying to support education in an enthusiastic way. The
following Saturday, an Open House for the community was well attended, with nearly
600 visitors who came through for tours guided by sixth grade students who were the
stars of the show!

Renovations included refurbishment of classrooms and intervention spaces, a new gym
(available for community use), two new cafeteria spaces, a reinvented media center,
expanded administrative
and nursing offices, and
the completion of a
figure-eight hallway
pattern that ensures
accessibility for all.
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Simsbury Public Schools has been
on an exciting journey this school
year - charting the future of our
district as we develop the next
iteration of our strategic plan.
Why? Our strategic plan ensures
that as a community we are pulling
in the same direction for growth
and continued excellence in our
school system. A committee of
Board of Education members,
teachers, and administrators have
been meeting monthly to refresh
our mission statement, to develop
actionable goals, and to determine
measurable outcomes that sup-
port all students. We anticipate
the full Board of Education will
vote on the plan's adoption this
spring. Be on the look-out for up-
dates about this work and what
our future holds!



The 2024 Kathleen Magowan Simsbury Teacher of the Year is Diane Tobio, Elementary World Language
Teacher. Diane has been teaching Spanish to students in each of our elementary schools for 9 years,

a job that brings her in contact with hundreds of students each year in grades 4, 5, 6. During Convocation,
Diane gave an energized speech that showcased her appreciation for each and every Simsbury educator.
She shared many examples of how our teaching community has come together to support her in her roles
as student, mother, new staff member, and professional. Diane reminded us of how we show up for our
students and each other, despite our inevitable personal struggles, and we are able to do so because our

e All of the Simsbury schools participated in the CCMC PJ Day
raising nearly $20,000 to support research to end childhood
cancer.

e Tariffville School hosted its 5th annual Empty Bowls and
Cultural Night, an evening of community and caring to raise
money to fight hunger.

e Latimer Lane staff and students donated more than 1,000

community is so strong.

The Encouraging Words Campaign is a district-

wide initiative aimed at fostering a positive school
climate. Students from all grade levels have contrib-
uted to this project, culminating in the creation of
an inspiring pledge. The pledge encourages every-
one to embrace kindness, empathy, and respect

for others.

The photo on the left captures students at Latimer
Lane School engaged in an activity where they
brainstormed ideas for encouraging messages on a
large poster. The photo on the right shows a display
of buttons featuring words and phrases from stu-
dents, which are now available for free at the town
library. These buttons serve as a tangible reminder
of the campaign's message and a symbol of the
positive impact of kind words within the Simsbury
community.

Simsbury High School senior and artist, Will Porter,
took these photos as part of his AP Photography
project. His work explores black and white street
photography, documenting people in New York City.

(L-R: Steet View, Timeless Grace, and Wrong Way)

Connecticut IB Academy

Weston High School
Greenwich High School

U.S. News & World Report: 10 Best Public High Schools in CT

Hall High School
Simsbury High School (#7)
Farmington High School

Darien High School

Marine Science Magnet HS
Staples High School
Conard High School

e |In October, 89 SHS students were inducted into the Massaco

Chapter of the National Honor Society.

e 11th grade students ranked 2nd in the State of Connecticut on the

Next Generation Science Standards Assessment (NGSS), and 1st in
our District Reference Group (DRG B). These students also ranked
2nd in DRG B on the Math SAT, and 1st in our DRG on the Reading
& Writing SAT.

o Athletes at SHS won 4 state championships in girls soccer, girls

basketball, girls rugby and boys volleyball.

e For the second year in a row, SHS students took 1st place in the

New England Math League.

e AP Scholars: 69 students qualified for the AP Scholar Award, 31

students qualified for the AP Scholar of Distinction, and 8 students
earned the Capstone Diploma.

e 13 state awards were received at the Connecticut Scholastic Art

Competition with 1 national winner in Film & Animation.

e 21 DECA students competed in the DECA state conference, placing

1st in Financial Literacy & Business Administration, 2nd in school
store sales, and 3rd in Integrated Marketing Campaign and Sports
Marketing, qualifying them for Nationals.

e 2 HALO awards were received for Peter and the Starcatcher - Best

Contemporary Play and Best Actress in an Ensemble Production.

pairs of hats, gloves, and socks to support our neighbors
in need.

e During Squadron Line School Kindness Day students made
kindness bookmarks for the Simsbury Library, decorated
placements for participants in Meals on Wheels, and made
snack baggies for a local shelter.

e HIJMS held a Culture Night to promote experiential and
immersive learning. Over 300 HJ families representing over
25 countries gathered to celebrate with food, music, and
dance.

o All of the Simsbury schools held
Veterans Day events honoring our
local veterans with programs
and parades.

The Simsbury Public Schools District
Annual Report 2023-24 is available online at
https://www.simsbury.k12.ct.us/district/strategic-plan-annual
reports. Individual school Annual Reports and Strategic Plans
are also posted on this webpage.

School Grade 10/1/23 10/1/24
Simsbury High School 9-12 1,293 1,229
Henry James Memorial School 7-8 634 687
Central School K-6 404 395
Latimer Lane School K-6 470 475
Squadron School K-6 655 668
Tariffville School K-6 263 236
Tootin’ Hills School K-6 385 371
Total Enroliment at All Schools 4,104 4,061

Each year, Simsbury Public Schools conducts a census of all
children residing in Simsbury who are preschool age. Children
are eligible for kindergarten in 2025-2026 if they were born
on or before September 1, 2020. Based on this survey, we will
send kindergarten registration information to families with

Farmington Valley Transition Academy (FVTA) is a
collaborative post secondary transition program between
Simsbury and Farmington Public Schools that supports
students ages 18-22. FVTA’s mission is to assist students

in developing the skills necessary to grow independence to
be successful adults. FVTA has been a leader in the State of
CT for the past 20+ years. We have long established part-
nerships with many community businesses including the
University of Hartford, the Attorney General’s Office, CCMC,
Fitzgerald’s Grocery, and many others. FVTA has experi-
enced several moves over the years but landed on a long
term home at Riverdale Farms in Avon to start the 24-25
school year. The community at Riverdale Farms has em-
braced the students attending FVTA by creating meaningful
work experiences. Students also enjoy practicing life skills,
eating at many restaurants and paying the tab, all in their
community within the Farmington Valley!

Two Simsbury Police Resource Officers are providing a vital
role of support and safety between our schools and the
greater Simsbury community.
Officer Chris Sheahan is located
at Simsbury High School, and
Officer Michael Lantiere is based
at Henry James Middle School,
while also supporting the five
elementary schools in the district.
Students routinely stop by the
SRO office to say hello, do home-
work, or seek adwce Our SRO'’s attend sporting events,
school plays, concerts, and community events which helps to
build connections and foster positive relationships. Another
role of theirs is visiting classrooms to speak with students
on topics such as law, forensics, and digital safety.

age-eligible children. You will find the census questionnaire on
the Preschool Census webpage at www.simsbury.k12.ct.us,
click on District/Enrollment/Preschool Census. If you prefer,
you may phone the Enrollment Office at 860-323-8140, Monday
-Friday, 8:30-4:30. Please note that entering your information
into the census does not register your child for kindergarten, it

is only for planning purposes. e




