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“The high incidence of disease and limited medical knowledge of the period meant
that many children never reached adulthood.

+ Birth happened in home of the mother

+ Female friends and relatives present

« if any medical assistance, midwife

“This sacrament was considered vitally important because the church taught that « infant mortality high

the unbaptized could nt enter heaven ” + wesk inmun systems, disase, and poor medical knowledge made chidhood
a challenge

+ In 13th century 1 in 6 children die by year 1, 1in 4 children die by age 5

+ Only 2/3 make it to age 20.

+ Baptism of baby extremely important sacrament.
+ Godparents job to educate child on christian faith
+ Child was given single name at baptism- known as "christian name”
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Surviving childhood in the middle ages was extremely difficult and to do so was mostly by luck.

Next steps: Find out more about life after age 5- What type of education did children recieve?
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2) Link the source you are taking the information from.








SAMPLE TEXT: “The birth of a child in Europe in the Middle Ages normally took place in bed at the home of the mother. The mother was assisted by her female relatives and friends, and if any sort of medical practitioner was present, it was usually a midwife. Birth was a moment of heightened danger both for the mother and child, with infant mortality about twice as high as that in the poorest countries of the world today. Even if the delivery was successful, the child's prospects remained uncertain. Children have relatively weak immune systems, and the high incidence of disease and limited medical knowledge of the period meant that many children never reached adulthood. During the 13th century, about one child in six may have died in the first year, one in four by age 5; perhaps two-thirds lived to age 20. �The arrival of the new child was marked by the ceremony of baptism. This sacrament was considered vitally important because the church taught that the unbaptized could not enter heaven. At baptism, the child was lifted from the font by its godparents, who undertook to educate the child in the Christian faith. One of the most important elements of the baptismal ceremony was the assigning of a name. The child at baptism received only a single name—the term "Christian name" still survives today” (Salisbury).








5) After summarizing your reading and organizing your ideas, look back at the text and pull key quotes from the text that you feel support the main idea of the notecard. This is the only section where you should have text written verbatim.  Quotes should not be large blocks of text.





4) Use this space to write ideas or add to original ideas of the text you’ve read (interpretation and evaluation). This space can also be used for listing questions or next steps in the research process.





1) Give your notecard a descriptive title that goes along with the “lens” or main idea of the information you are focusing on.





3) After closely-reading for information, summarize what you have read by putting notes into your own words. This is meant to be brief and does not need to be in complete sentences.








