Famous Renaissance Artists Magazine Article
Assignment: 
You are a magazine reporter sent to interview one of the famous artists of the Renaissance period.  Your task is to select one artist and develop a research question aimed at uncovering / explaining who the person was, what he or she did, and why those accomplishments were important.  The research question must be in the introductory paragraph of your article as well as in NoodleTools.  This information will appear in a 1 ½ to 2 page article about the person in your magazine. The article will be double spaced in size 12 font with MLA style in source citations to indicate sources used.  When you write the article, pretend that you have already interviewed the person and are writing a summary of the interview in the past tense.  Do NOT write it as an actual conversation.  There is no need for direct quotes unless they are critical to understanding your artist.
What You Need To Do: 
There is more information about your person than can fit within two pages, therefore you must first read and then determine what is critical.  Then you must organize and present the information in a logical fashion that starts with biographical information about your artists, their background, including training and experiences.  It should end with their accomplishments as well as with explanations that describe what made them so important. 
Your article will include one picture of them (on the cover page) as well as two examples of their artwork that you will describe using the concepts we developed in class.  The images and descriptions of the artwork must be on a separate page. 
Information sources: (there are others, but two very useful ones are)
Biography in Context 
Web Gallery of Art (www.wga.hu).
Bibliography: You will be creating both a bibliography (using MLA advanced) and note cards in NoodleTools for the information that will appear in your article.  Remember, to cite any article from Biography in Context you will choose “database” from the drop down menu.  As you go through the process of creating the citation, it will be prompting you to identify the source as a book, a magazine, a reference source, et cetera.  Therefore you must look at the information in source citation in the database article to determine what the article is from.   You will also annotate one free website used to explain why the information in it is credible and reliable.
Notecards: For the notecards, remember:

· One source per note card

· Cite source on notecard / link to source

· Create citation in bibliography

· One topic per notecard

· Title the note card

· The paraphrase should be done in bullets on the whole article
You will submit your article to Turnitin! on our last day in the LMC.

Citations: We will also be practicing creating in text MLA citations.  You must have at least three citations within the actual text, plus the citations for each of the images used.

.  When do we use citations?   
1. For direct quotes – note that long direct quotes are single spaced, while the text is double spaced.

2. For special information that is not common knowledge (this would be something that does not appear in most sources)

3. For statistical information

4. When you are indicating what the author thought, even when not quoting directly
When you want to cite something, you put the author’s last name and a two or three word condensed title in parentheses after the information being cited.
Important Things To Remember:  

1. All of this needs to be in your own words

2. There will be five separate pages
· Cover page

· Two pages of article (text only)

· Page with images

· Bibliography page (remember that only one of the entries, the free website you found, must be fully annotated)
3. Read the directions carefully to make sure you include all parts

4. You need to think about what information is important to include

5. Manage your time wisely 
6. Project will be done in Google Docs before being uploaded to Turnitin!

Searching in the Web Gallery of Art:  This website contains an extensive collection of art by artists from all different time periods.  Once you enter the website, find the alphabet that is displayed along the bottom of the page and then click on the letter that corresponds to your artist’s name.  Then scroll through the list to find your person.  Please note that some artists worked under a derived name, such as Raphael, whose real name was Raffaello Sanzio, or Michelangelo, whose full name was Michelangelo Buonarroti.

Once you get to your artist, you can view the works of art he/she produced.   If you click on the thumbnail image of the painting, it will enlarge to full screen so you can see it more easily.  The requirement is that you will describe the artwork using the terminology we used in class.  This is in art how you will explain the significance of the work, by describing how it typifies the Renaissance period or a certain characteristic that your artist is especially known for using.  
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