ECONOMICS RESEARCH PROJECT

PURPOSE:
One of the goals of this assignment is for students to apply the analytical skills and economic knowledge that they have developed towards analyzing a recent event or situation (Within the past five years if not current).  The point of choosing a current event is to practice what real economists must do every day: analyze and interpret what is happening and then draw conclusions about why events occurred the way they did.  Or, if there is no resolution yet, to make logical projections about what is the probable outcome based upon the evidence present.  

THE PROJECT:

You will be researching and analyzing a current event and then writing a scholarly paper of ten to twelve pages in length, not including footnotes.  Given that this is an Advanced Placement course the grading standards are based upon college level expectations and all rules of grammar, format and style are applicable, so follow the specifications that follow, carefully.  Remember, an A grade means “excellent,” a B grade means “very good” and a C grade means “average.”  Therefore a paper that fails to satisfy any requirement cannot be viewed as above average (an A or a B).  
CHOOSING A TOPIC:
Because this is a thesis paper there needs to be sufficient factual evidence to support any and all premises and assertions made, so that the conclusions drawn from the aforementioned can actually be proven.  Please note that one of the check-off points for completion asks for an outline and supporting notecards: this is to assure that there is sufficient factual information buttressing all arguments within the paper.  Therefore the topic selected should yield sufficient quantities of information to make such a paper possible.  You have the better part of a month to explore the topic before writing the introductory paragraph, so make sure that solid factual information is available in the quantities needed.  I will not be choosing the topic for you; this is something you must do on your own because the topic should be something of interest for you.

1.  PAPER:
The paper will be 10 to 12 pages, typed, double spaced pages of text.  The font will be a style that is appropriate for formal writing such as Ariel or Times-Roman in size 12.  In addition, there will be a cover page in front of the 10-12 pages of essay with your name and research project name on it.  Behind the 10-12 pages of essay text (not including footnotes) will be the required bibliography.   Footnotes and bibliography will both be formatted properly in Chicago style. This is a scholarly work and therefore needs to have the appearance of such.   

The first step is to identify your question(s) about the topic and what you will be analyzing about it. Ultimately this will become your working thesis.  Working thesis means that you may be modifying it as you continue researching and new evidence comes to light.  You will start with your topic and what you think are/were the forces driving events.  That will become the focus of your paper.  Once you have presented what has happened and the factors involved, you will draw your conclusion from that information.
The paper will be completed in Google Docs as one of the requirements, and all check off points will be done electronically through Google Docs.  Therefore it is your responsibility to make sure the paper is shared with me and that it is that shared version that is always the one in which you are working.  The final version will be submitted to and graded through Turnitin!  You are required to have it fully uploaded by the end of the period before AP Economics on the day it is due.
3. ORAL PRESENTATION:
The purpose of this is twofold.  One, public speaking is a valuable skill that everyone should possess, and this is a good means of honing that skill.  Secondly, the reason for the short time frame is to work on summarization.  You will need to explain and thesis in a quick and efficient manner, a skill that will serve well in college as well as in the professional world. The presentation will also be done in a scholarly fashion in order to achieve a good grade.  You need to be clear and include whatever visuals are appropriate and necessary for you to present your topic to the audience. You have a maximum of ten minutes and a minimum of seven to achieve this. 
GRADING OF COMPONENTS: 

The paper itself is worth 120 points; the oral presentation is worth 40 points, making the total project is worth 200 points once the grades for check-off points are added.  These check-off points are all-or-nothing grades.  Either you have completed that phase of the task and will earn all points, or you are deficient in some way in which case you earn none of the points.  Technological problems will not be an acceptable excuse for any part of the project not being on time.  Do not leave things for the last minute, because you leave a lot to risk.  Refer to timetable below. 
TIMETABLE FOR COMPLETION

Introduction (with thesis statement in bold)   
 


 
___/10 points                                                                     
· 5 sentence paragraph minimum

· Will be checked off in electronic form in Google Docs
· Details topic and your thesis 
· Due Monday, Nov 16, 2015 by 2:10 PM
Outline of evidence and supporting note cards in NoodleTools


___/10 points

· Completed outline and note cards, formatted properly

· Will be checked off in electronic form in NoodleTools
· Due Monday , December 21, 2015 by 2:10 PM
Paper is half done







___/10 points

· 5-6 pages completed and properly formatted

· Will be checked in electronic format in Google Docs
· Due Tuesday, January 5, 2016 by 2:10 PM
Paper due date Monday, January 11, 2016




___/10 points

· Completed and uploaded to Turnitin! before arriving at class

· Will be graded as late if not uploaded prior to the beginning of class

· If absent it will be checked to confirm uploaded by the time of class 
· Will be graded through Turnitin!
